
Funding needs

A.    Ten month residential training programme in 
Buddhist practice and social action for 100 students 
from all over India 
The support we require here is for the food for 100 
students. Every day US$120 (NT$ 3,300) is needed. 
Some donate this in the name of a relative or temple.

B. 10 bare foot Dharma workers for one year support plus 
travelling: US$ 1,350 each (NT$40,000 each) Total US$ 
13,500 (NT 400,000)

C. 5 Retreats and alumni conference:  US$ 7,000  (NT 
210,000)

D. Establishment of Community centres in slums and 
villages for the ex-students to do their social and Buddhist 
work from – US$ 7,000 (NT$ 200,000) 

India:
Nagarjuna Training Institute
A/C No. – 20108156866
Swift Code: MAHBINBBANGP
Bank of Maharashtra.
Munje Chowk, Sitabuldi,
Nagpur – 440 012, India.

Taiwan:
A/C No. 117 20 122647
Bank : Hua-Nan Commercial Bank,
Nan-Mem Branch
Beneficiary: (Chou Chung Ming)

United Kingdom:
The Karuna Trust
72, Holloway Road, London, N7 8JG, 
UK
Tel: 44(0)2077003434
email: info@karuna.org
(Please state that the funds are for NTI)
 
United States:
San Francisco Buddhist Center
37 Bartlett Street
San Francisco, CA 94110
(510) 526-5906
(make checks payable to: Friends of the 
Western Buddhist Order – Bay Area)

www.nagaloka.org



Nagaloka is situated in Nagpur, in the centre of India. 
It is also the centre of the new Buddhist Movement 
for the very fact that Dr. Ambedkar converted there on 

th
14  October 1956 with 500,000 followers largely 
from the most oppressed sections of society – 
formerly known as untouchables and now known as 
Scheduled Castes or Dalits.

The Nagaloka campus is almost 15 acres, and consists 
of a large Dhamma Teaching Hall, library and 
teaching rooms, residential accommodation for 
students as well as for conferences, and other 
facilities. At the centre of the campus is a beautiful 
statue of the Buddha walking – 36 feet high, on a 20 
foot mound.

Nagaloka's vision is to create a casteless society 
based on the Buddhist values of liberty, equality and 
fraternity as envisioned by Dr. Ambedkar, through 
walking in the footsteps of the Buddha.

Dr. Ambedkar (1891-1956), born a so-called 
untouchable, is a revered figure for millions 
because of his struggle to eradicate untouchability 
and caste. Although he brought about many 
significant social and legal changes in India, and 
played the leading role in drafting the new 
constitution, it was Buddhism more than these 
that he felt would help bring about the most 
effective changes in Indian society. Unfortunately 
he died on December 6, 1956, just six weeks after 
his conversion, and was not able to see his great 
work through.
There are estimated to be 40 million Buddhists in 
India today, but more than 200 million Scheduled 
Castes are to some extent open to Dr. Ambedkar's 
message of the Dhamma, as well as many from 
other backgrounds. There is very little effective 
teaching available to them, most being extremely 
poor, and having been largely ignored by the 
Buddhist world.

There are three aspects to Nagaloka.

1.       The Nagarjuna Training Institute (NTI) was 
established at Nagaloka, to train young people from all 
over India in basic Buddhist teachings and practices, as 
well as social work.  Since 2002 we have trained 
607students from 22 states have attended the one year 
residential course.

-          The students come from some of 
the most deprived and oppressed 
situations, often with a feeling of no 
hope whatsoever. After a year of 
Dhamma practice most feel transformed, 
with a new vision of life, and the 
Dhamma tools to develop it.

-          The new confidence in the 
Dhamma they develop gives them 
energy to share what they have learnt 
with many others in their villages and 
towns.

-          Many have started social projects 
in their villages and towns.

-          The all- India network of ex-
students is the basis for organising local 
activities, retreats and lecture tours, 
making a significant contribution to the 
revival of Buddhism in India.

 

2.       A Place of Interaction between Buddhist in 
India and Abroad

Most Indian Buddhists are too poor to travel abroad to 
meet other Buddhists, and so cannot learn from them. 
At the same time most foreign Buddhists know nothing 
of the remarkable attempts by the new Buddhists to 
transform their individual and social lives through the 
practice of the Dhamma, and so lose out on a very rich 
source of inspiration. Many people from throughout the 
Buddhist world visit Nagaloka every year, besides 
which several international conferences have been held 
there. Many leading Buddhists have visited from 
Taiwan and elsewhere, including the Dalai Lama, Sulak 
Sivaraksa and Ven Thicht Nhat Hanh.

3.       A Place for Pilgrimage 

Central to the vision of Nagaloka is encouraging faith in 
the Buddha, At the centre of the campus there is a very 
beautiful statue of the Buddha walking, in the mudra of 
giving confidence and courage. This represents the 
Buddha's compassion and helps us to remember that he 
spent eight months a year of his life walking the roads 
of India, continually going out to help people.
 
Nagaloka is part of the family known as the Triratna 
Buddhist Community, founded by Sangharakshita in 
1967.2 3



Introduction
 
What stands out for me over the last year at Nagaloka more than anything else, is the 
celebration we held of the day when the Buddha uttered those momentous words, 
“Bahujana Hitaya, Bahujana Sukhaya” (for the welfare and happiness of the many) to 
his disciples after the first rainy season retreat at Sarnath. In the Triratna Movement this 
day, which usually falls in November, is celebrated as Sangha Day, the day when 
bhikhshus took leave of each other after three or four months together, to live the itinerant 
life, after confessing their faults. Until now this day has usually been celebrated on a small 
scale. We felt the Buddha's exhortation to his disciples to go out for the benefit of the 
many people was so significant that the day should be celebrated on a huge scale. And it 
was. Thousands of people visited Nagaloka on that day, initiating what we hope will 
become an important tradition amongst Buddhists in India.
 
Work has started on two new buildings on the campus. The first is for accommodation for 
short term courses, workshops and conferences, of which there are many, but the activities 
have always been limited by insufficient accommodation. The second building is for 
accommodation for long term residential students on the campus - eventually we hope to 
have 250 students living and studying there. Even after these are complete we still have a 
lot more building work to do when we are able to raise the necessary funds, the most 
urgent being a new classroom building. However, when complete, the two buildings being 
constructed at present will make an enormous difference to the training we are able to do. 
Unfortunately both have been held up by difficulties with the contractor as well as a very 
wet monsoon, which made building work very difficult for much of the time. Work has 
now resumed and it is hoped that in this year both will be opened and available for use.
 
We have had many visitors, from within India and from abroad. The latter included 
leading Buddhists from Malaysia as chief guests for our Ashok Vijaya Dashmi programme 
in October, our dear friend, Ven Kuang Shin, who was the chief guest at our Bahujana 
Hitaya, Bahujana Sukhaya Day in November, the Dalai Lama, and others, both old 
friends, and first time visitors, from U.K., Europe and USA. We were especially happy to 
welcome and express our immense gratitude to Wen Kwei Chan, the sculptor of the 
wonderful Walking Buddha, who had not been able to se it in place before.
 
The Nagarjuna Institute now has a new educational director, Haresh Dalvi. He has taken 
over from Dhammachari Vivekaratna, who has led the training since its inception in 2002, 
and has made and exceptional contribution as such. The work of the alumni network in the 
different states has continued to develop, and members of the Nagaloka team have made 
many visits to different states for lectures, retreats, training, and meeting local people as 
well as learning to understand the local conditions. From the visits recorded here, you will 
get an idea of our fast expanding network of Nagaloka alumni throughout India.
 
We hope that this report will give you an idea of what has been done at Nagaloka, besides 
the actual day to day teaching of the students, and with the alumni network. We would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all our well-wishes and donors and to encourage them to 
continue to help us so that we can contribute to Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's great work of 
reviving Buddhism in India.
 
Lokamitra
Chairman
Nagaloka/Nagarjuna Institute

April 2013

Odisha: 

Vivekaratna visited Bolangir, a district town in 
Odisha, on 14th April 2013, the anniversary of Dr. 
Ambedkar's birth, which is celebrated on a large 
scale throughout India. He was the chief guest at the 
inauguration of a life size statue of Dr Ambedkar 
and gave a lecture on "Why Dr. Ambedkar 
Converted to Buddhism".. During the evening that 
followed, two cultural events and two Dhamma talks 
were organised. The cultural events consisted of an 
Adivasi (tribal) Gudhaka Dance and traditional a 
Ganda Baja (community Drum beating) along with a 
folk dance. The first talk was given by Bhikkhu 
Nagabodhi on the Buddha's Noble Eight Fold Path. 
Vivekaratna gave lectures on the importance of 
Dhamma practice in daily life.  The programme was 
organised by an alumni of Nagaloka, Dhammachari 
Ratnakumar, and his friends. 

 On 15th April 2013, Vivekaratna led a workshop for 
the local Nagaloka alumni and their friends and 
supporters. They discussed the difficulties they face 
in spreading the Dhamma. The Odisha alumni are 
held in considerable respect by local people, and 
whenever there are any activities related to the 
Dhamma, they are invited to preside over the 
function. One of the difficulties the alumni face is 
their vegetarianism as their families are expected to 
serve meat at ceremonies, especially marriage; 
otherwise they risk being socially boycotted by their 
community.

Uttar Pradesh:

Vivekratna and Padmavir held a a meeting with 
Nagaloka alumni in Agra on 19th April. In the 
evening they participated in the local Dhamma 
Class. They visited the vihara built around the 
Buddha Image placed by Dr. Ambedkar in May 
1956, and met the senior bhikshu, Gnynaratna.
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Rajasthan

Vivekaratna and Padmavir visited Maharajpura, on 
th20  April. The place is about an hour's car drive 

from Alwar, Over 300 Dalit families have converted 
to Buddhism. They make up the majority of the 
village. They are preparing to build a Buddha Vihara 
on the adjacent hill nearby the village. Vivekaratna 
gave a Dhamma talk on the hill in the evening and 
was accorded a traditional welcome ceremony.
Panchsheel Buddha Vihara is the only Buddha 
Vihara in Alwar Town. Vivekratna and Padmavir had 

st
a meeting with the local people on 21  April. 
Moranda, at the foothills of the Aravalis, is very 
suited to meditation. It is very famous in Alwar and 
was developed by a  famous Sanyasi who was a 
follower of Dr. Ambedkar. Every year, thousands of 
people assemble here to celebrate the sanyasi's life. 
On the same day a Dhamma talk was organised in 
the Panchasheel Buddha Vihara for Vivekaratna and 
Padmavir. 

A one day workshop was organised on 22nd April 
2013, at Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Hostel, Alwar. 
This was led by Vivekaratna and thirteen alumni 
participated. In the evening, they interacted with the 
students living in the hostel. The hostel is run by 
members of the Dalit community and all 120 
students are Dalits, although most of them have little 
knowledge of Dr. Ambedkar and his movement for 
their emancipation. 

Haryana:

Dr. Shyamalal, President of the Young Entrepreneurs 
Society (YES) organised a meeting with the 
influential members of Dr. Ambedkar Sabha that 

th
runs Ambedkar Bhavan at Gudgaon, on 24  April. 
About 30 people participated and a lively discussion 
took place on Dr. Ambedkar's overall vision of a 

May 2013

Study on the Noble Eight-Fold Path, Nagaloka:
A study course on the Buddha's Noble Eight Fold 
Path, was led by Vivekaratna from 21st to 28th May 
for the first year college students. 

Buddha Jayanti, Nagaloka
The celebration of the Buddha's Enlightenment took 
place on 25th May 2013. Throughout the day 
thousands of people visited Nagaloka to pay their 
respect to the Walking Buddha, then visited our 
main shine and spent time at Nagaloka. Pragyaratna 
gave a Dhamma talk in the evening after the special 
Puja.

thBuddha Jayanti Retreat, Nagaloka, 26 - 27th  May, 
2013
Nagamitra and Pragyaratna led the retreat, 
supported by Asangavajra. Some 50 men and 
women participated in it.

Gulbarga, Karnataka, 23rd May, 2013 
Vivekratna and Padmavir conducted a meeting of 
local alumni in Gulbarga. In the evening, 
Vivekaratna gave a public Dhamma lecture 
organised by local Dhammacharis.

th th
Kolar, Karnataka, 20  - 26  May 2013
Vijay and Narsihmurti, Nagaloka alumni activists, 
organised a three day retreat for alumni and others 
at the Depressed Class Hostel in Kolar, near 
Bangalore. Vivekaratna and Padmavir joined the 
retreat on 24th May 2013. 
Buddha Jayanti was celebrated at Kolar with local 
alumni and other followers of Dr. Ambedkar on 25th 
May, 2013 in the Buddha Vihara constructed in the 
campus of the Depressed Class Hostel. The women 
alumni from Kolar chanted the Karaniyametta Sutta 
very beautifully and were appreciated by the 
audience. In the evening, all participated in Lord 
Buddha Jayanti celebrations at Ashoka 
Dhammaduta Trust Vihara, Kolar Gold Fields, 
where Vivekaratna delivered a lecture describing Dr. 
Ambedkar's  vision of  Prabuddha Bharat 
(Enlightened India), and expressing his deepest 
gratitude to him for bringing the Dhamma back to 
India. 
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June 2013

Tamil Nadu 

Vivekratna and Padmavir conducted a special Puja on 
10th June 2013 at Shakya Hostel, Chennai. This hostel 
was started by Nagaloka alumni for children from 
families affected by the Tsunami. In April 2013, with the 
help of many friends and well-wishers, within India, 
from Taiwan and from the Karuna Trust, the Sakya 
organisation was able to purchase the building, not only 
giving them more security, but also enabling them to 
extend the building. The Puja was arranged to inaugurate 
the new academic session in the renovated building.
On 12th June 2013 Vivekaratna and Padmavir led a day 
retreat at Karur for local people, organised by local 
alumni.  They were able to make contact with local 
social activists. 

July 2013
Opening of the 12th Dhammasekhiya Eight Month course in 
Buddhism and Social Action: 

th thThe 12  course was opened on 04  July 2014 by the 
auspicious hands of Mr. Anjaniyya Reddy (Retired Inspector 
General of Police) from Hyderabad. Dhammachari Lokamitra 
presided over the ceremony. Mr. Satyanaranbodhi (Centre for 
Dalit Studies) and Dr. Ramadoo were also present as chief 
guests. Seventy two students from different states were 
admitted at the opening of the course. Mr. Anjanniya Ready 
emphasised in his inaugural how effective the Dhamma is for 
living a happy and meaningful moral life. 
Lokamitra explained the magic of Dhamma in two ways. 
Firstly he explained how Dhamma practice leads to personal 
empowerment; it strengthens our capacity as true human 
beings and develops confidence.  Collectively, that is with 
others, it is helps to eradicate caste conditioning and old 
restrictive identities, helping to break down  barriers between 
people.  Over last eleven years Nagarjuna Institute has 
provided training for 754 youths from 24 different states of 
India. All of them have tasted this magic. 

Devamitra`s visit:.

Devamitra is one of the most senior members of Triratna 
Buddhist Order. He has been visiting Nagaloka every year for 
the last few years to teach the students. This year he spends 
two month July and August.

This year he concentrated on teaching the alumn i, some of 
whom are resident at Nagaloka and some of whom came for 
the retreats and study he led. These covered: 

Going For Refuge,  Dhaniya Sutra, Pabajja Sutta, Padhan 
Sutta, Subhashit Sutta, Saundarik Bhardwaj Sutta, a selection 
of Suttas from the Majjhima Nikaya, the Eight fold path, 
the practice of Ethics, and the Wheel of Life. 

August 2013

th th
Taiwanese Students Exchange Programme: 8  to 18  
August 2013

The Department of Religious Studies, Hsuan Chuang 
University, Hsinchu Taiwan arranged for four male 
and four female students along with two teachers to 
spend fourteen days with the Nagaloka students from 

th th
04  to 18  August. The purpose of this program was 
to further mutual understanding between the two 
colleges, to enhance each institution's teaching, 
learning, and internationalisation objectives. 

September 2013

Alumni Conference for Chattisgarh and Odisha

Forty-seven Alumni (32 male & 15 female) 
participated in regional alumni conference. The topic 
was 'Prabuddha Bharat' or 'Enlightened India' in 
Raipur. It took place at Satyaloka Retreat Centre, 

th stChattisgarh from 29  September until 01  October 
and was led by Maitreyanath and supported by 
Dhammanaga, Maitreyaratna, Ratnakumar, 
Nagaratna, Dhammasen and Amrutratna.

Meditation Retreat Nagaloka.
Seventy Dhammasekhiya students and forty Alumni 
participated in an intensive meditation retreat led by 

th ndVivekaratna organised in Nagaloka from 15  to 22  
September, 2013. 
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October 2013

th
57  Anniversary of Dr. Ambedkar's Conversion to 
Buddhism 13th October 2013.

Every year on the anniversary of Dr. Ambedkar's 
momentous conversion to Buddhism we hold our 
annual our annual day at Nagaloka, usually with 
guests from abroad. Lokamitra presided over the 
ceremony. Dr. Chua Beng Thian and Dr. Ong See 
Yee from Malaysia were the chief guests (they came 
with three others from Malaysia) along with 
Dhammachari Viradhamma from California, U.S.A. 
Dr. Chua Beng Thian gave an account of Buddhism 
in Malaysia. He is one of the most important 
Buddhist leaders in the country and has been 
instrumental in creating a Buddhist Village, which 
will be model of Governance and ideal situation for 
peoples to live in. He has written about Dr. 
Ambedkar in the Malaysian language. Viradhamma 
talked about Buddhism in California and the 
importance of the link with Buddhist followers of Dr. 
Ambedkar in India. Lokamitra explained that Dr. 
Ambedkar brought back the social dimension to 
Buddhism. It had been implicit in the Buddha's 
teachings, but largely forgotten. Dr. Ambedkar set a 
remarkable and unique contribution to the world by 
showing that extreme structural oppression could be 
overcome not by violence but by the Dhamma.
One hundred leaders of different Dalit groups from 
villages throughout Tamil Nadu were felicitated by 
Lokamitra and given a momento. At the same time 
they donated a lot of rice for the students at 
Nagaloka.

In the evening we took the opportunity to show our 
guests Diksha Bhumi, where Dr. Ambedkar 
converted to Buddhism and where a million people 
gather on this day. 

Prabuddha Bharat Conference, 14th and 15th 
October 2013

A two day conference was organised for Nagaloka 
alumni as well as others from different parts of India 
to explore how this theme of Prabuddha Bharat 
(Enlightened India) coudl be taken forward more 
effectively. 

Lokamitra gave the keynote speech in which he 
explained the need to break down the various 
barriers between us if we are to work together 
effectively and he showed how the Dhamma 
helps us in this. Dr. Ong See Yew, a young and 
dynamic Buddhist leader from Malaysia, gave a 
power point presentation about Buddhist youth 
systematically and very effectively developed a 
strong Buddhist movement in Malaysia since the 
1970s. 

Haresh Dalvi becomes Director of Studies for 
Nagarjuna Institute
Since the inception of the training at Nagaloka, 
Vivekaratna has been Director, and has done a 
remarkable job. For some time he has wanted to step 
back and pass on to someone younger who can take it 
forward. After several years of looking, Haresh Dalvi 
has been appointed as Director of Studies, and joined 
us from the beginning of October. However for two 
years he will have to send some time in USA where 
he is completing his PhD at Indianapolis. Before 
going to USA Harish worked in Manuski, where his 
contribution was exceptional.

November 2013

Dr.Satish Shambharkar joins the Administration Team

The extremely overburdened administrative team were 
given some relief by the arrival of Dr. Satish 
Shambharkar, who besides general responsibilities, will 
also manage the writing of reports, documentation and 
begin to take over construstion work from Vivekeratna. 
Dr. Satish Shambharkar was joined in the month of 
October 2013. Satish has completed a diploma in 
Health Administration from TISS, Mumbai and after 
worked for Government of Chattisgarh for some time. 
He took a leading role in the agitation over the horrific 
atrocities at the nearby village of Khairlanji in 2006, in 
which a Dalit women, her daughter and two sons were 
horribly raped and killed.

International Network of Engaged Buddhists 
Conference, Kuala Lumpur, 1st-4th November 

The theme of the conference was Inter-faith Dialogue 
for Peace and Sustainability, with the emphasis on 
Buddhist- Moslem dialogue, which was very pertinent 
being in Malaysia and with troubles in neighbouring 
Thailand and Burma. Lokamitra, a member of the 
Advisory Body, was asked to be a member of a panel, 
and give a short presentation on The Spirit of the 
Future ~ Is Peace Possible? In that he tried to show 
how Dr. Ambedkar, coming from one of the most 
structurally oppressed communities the world has 
known, found a path in Buddhism that fully supported 
the principles of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, 
empowered its followers, and stood unequivocally for 
peace. In the discussion that followed the short 
presentations, he emphasised that Buddhism stood for 
democracy and secularism.

On the last day, Sulak Sivaraksa, the founder of INEB, 
convened a meeting of Burmese Buddhists, Moslems 
and Christians. It was decided to form a commission 
including Buddhists, Moslems and Christians, 
collaborating with local civil-society bodies inside 
Myanmar, with three objectives:
1. to bring forth the facts of Buddhist-Muslim conflict 
in Myanmar;
2. to ascertain the causes of this conflict;
3. to develop resources and proposals for the 
establishment of inter-religious peace and harmony in 
Myanmar.
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Maitreyaratna and Prashant, two alumni of Nagaloka, 
also attended, as well as Vivekamitra, who works 
with Lokamitra.

Bahujan Hitaya, Bahujan Sukhaya (for the Welfare 
and Happiness of the Many) Day, 17th November

In the Theravada Buddhist world, the full moon day 
of November is celebrated as Kathina Dana Day. In 
the Triratna Bauddha Mahasangha, it is celebrated as 
Sangha Day, with the emphasis on the practice of 
spiritual friendship and confession. At Nagaloka on 
17th November this year we restored what we 
thought had been a much neglected and even 
forgotten dimension of the day. It was on this day 
that the Buddha exhorted his first disciples to “Go 
forth, for the welfare of the many, for the happiness 
of the many, out of compassion for the world, for the 
welfare, benefit, and happiness of gods' and men. 
Let not two go by one way: Preach, O Bhikkhus, the 
Dhamma, excellent in the beginning, excellent in the 
middle, excellent in the end, both in the spirit and in 
the letter. Proclaim the Holy Life, altogether perfect 
and pure.” These words represent an essential aspect 
of Dhamma practice; they make it clear that we do 
not practice for our own benefit alone. They make it 
clear that compassion is an integral part of the 
practice of the Dhamma. We felt these golden and 
historic words should be celebrated every year. We 
have also made this day a celebration of the Walking 
Buddha, as he symbolises this spirit of active 
engagement with the world.

Thousands of people turned up to celebrate the day 
with us. Lokamitra, in his presidential speech, 
explained the significance of the day, and especially 
the implications of those momentous words of the 
Buddha. Our special guest was Venerable Kuang 
Shin, from Taiwan, who has done so much to help 
our work and made a very significant contribution to 
the Walking Buddha. He brought 73 disciples from 
Taiwan and China with him. Ven. Kuang Shin said  
that we all have Buddha seeds within us. We can 
create a new society by our practice and by removing 
suffering from the world. Meditating and chanting on 
Amitabha Buddha is the way many Eastern 
Buddhists try and do this.

December 2013

Conclave between Karuna Trust and Triratna Projects in India 
th th11  to 14  December

In December a three day conference was held at Nagaloka 
between some members of the Triratna social organisations in 
India and trustees and others from the Karuna Trust. The first of 
these meetings had taken place in 2008 at the Madhyamarg 
Retreat Centre, Kondhanpur, near Pune, and was aimed at 
developing more mutual understanding between the two “sides”.

These meetings present an opportunity for face to face dialogue, 
and an introspection/awareness of the deeper conditions that 
affect our attitudes and communication. They help us to 
understand how to work with a relationship that transcends 
enormous social and cultural differences, and find ways to work 
in the situation that maximise the best of what we share and to 
minimise any negative fall outs from the very different 
conditions that both experience.

The subjects covered included:

1. The changing funding situation in UK.
2. The changing Dalit reality and the expansion of Dalit 
movement, and especially a fast increasing appreciation of Dr. 
Ambedkar and his growing significance throughout India among 
all discriminated communities.
3. New challenges in developing Dhamma and social work 
throughout India.
Last and not least there was a very deep felt appreciation of the 
contribution of Karuna Trust since its inception in 1980, one of 
the few funding organisations that is dedicated to working with 
the structurally oppressed in India, especially those inspired by 
Dr. Ambedkar.

th st
Retreat in Bolangir, Odisha  27  to 31  December

Lokamitra led this retreat, which was organised by Kalingamitra 
Trust, the organisation formed by the Nagaloka alumni to spread 
Buddhism and teachings of Dr. Ambedkar in Odisha State. The 
name Kalinga is the ancient name of Odisha, the place where 
Ashoka realised futility of violence,and where from Chanda 
Ashoka, he became Dhamma Ashoka. 

The area around Bolangir is considered to be one of the poorest, 
most violent and deprived areas of the generally backward state 
of  Odisha. The Nagaloka alumni are slowly and gradually 
developing a Buddhist movement for peace and justice in the 
region. The theme of the residential retreat was “Buddhism and 
Social Transformation”. 
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January 2014

Welcome of Master Sculptor Wen Kwei Chan to 
nd thNagaloka 2  to 4  January

The Walking Buddha at Nagaloka was only 
installed in December 2009, but already has 
become known throughout the Buddhist world in 
India, and among many Buddhists abroad. Soon 
after Nagaloka began to develop in the late 1990's 
we felt we should have an image of the Buddha at 
the centre of the campus. The question was, how 
should we see the Buddha? We could only think of 
Dr. Ambedkar saying that he liked to see the 
Buddha walking. However we could not conceive 
of raising the enormous funds that would entail. In 
2005 the famous sculptor from Taiwan, Master 
Wen Kwei Chan, visited Nagaloka and responded 
immediately to Dr. Ambedkar's great vision of 
social transformation through the Dhamma. There 
and then he committed himself to creating a 
Walking Buddha for us, and along with Ven Kuang 
Shin, with whom he came, raising the necessary 
funds.

The Walking Buddha was inaugurated on 13th 
December 2009, but due to ill health, master Wen 
Kwei Chan could not attend. He planned to come 
out later on another occasion but again had to 
postpone it due to ill health. This time he was able 
to come and see for the first time the wonderful 
Walking Buddha in place in the centre of Nagaloka 
campus. However because his time in Nagpur was 
very limited, we could not have the large 
programme we would like to have done to 
appreciate him, but there was a civic reception and 
award presentation in the Buddha Surya Hall at 
Nagaloka, attended by the Mayor, Shri Anil Sole. 
He expressed his gratefulness to Master Wen Kwei 
Chan for creating such a beautiful huge image of 
the Buddha which has harnessed the splendor of 
Nagpur City (after its inauguration in 2009 it could 
people's attention so much that it immediately 
became a symbol of Nagpur City). He also 
acknowledged the immense contribution of 
Nagaloka by striving to help all in spreading peace 
and amity through training of mind. The Mayor 
presented Master Wen Kwei Chan with a memento, 
citation and shawl, and said that he was especially 
pleased to be doing this on the 150th anniversary of 
the founding of Nagpur City.

In his response Master Wen Kwei Chan said that 
though he has created Buddha statues throughout 
China, Taiwan, Japan and United States, this 
Walking Buddha meant most to him, despite the 
enormous difficulties in creating it. Although a lot 
of money had to be raised for the materials for 
making the statue, it was really created by loving 
kindness and fraternity. He said that he is a family 
member of all present and a follower of Dr 
Ambedkar, and now hopes to visit Nagpur more 
often. He hoped the Walking Buddha would give 
inspiration to the followers of Dr. Ambedkar in their 
peaceful struggle to change themselves and society 
through the teachings of the Buddha.

Nagaloka also took the opportunity to present 
Master Wen Kwei Chan with a citation and shawl on 
the occasion. 

Felicitation of Dhammacharini Dhammalochana 4th 
January

Dhammacharini Dhammalochana visited Nagaloka 
for the first time on 4th January 2014. As she had 
played such a significant role in the beginning of 
Triratna in India, we took the opportunity to 
felicitate her.

She was one of the first members of the Triratna 
Buddhist Order in India, ordained in 1979. She was 
involved in social activism from a very young age, 
and had contact with Dr. Ambedkar on several 
occasions. After the conversions to Buddhism she 
became the leading light of the Pune Buddhist 
Women's Association and as such organised most of 
Ven Sangharakshita's programmes in Pune in the 
late 50's and early 60's.

When Lokamitra first came to Pune in October 
1977, she managed his programme. It was her 
support that gave Lokamitra the confidence to return 
to India in mid 1978 to work here, and so the 
Triratna movement owes an enormous debt to her. 
She played a leading role in Triratna, especially in 
developing the magazine, Buddhayan, for several 
years, but family and work responsibilities meant 
that she was not able to continue as she would have 
liked.

The students were very inspired by her story, and we 
hope that she was pleased to see that what she 
helped to start is now spreading all over India.14 15



The Dalai Lama warmly Welcomed at Nagaloka 8th - 
10th January

The Dalai Lama arrived in Nagaloka in the evening of 
th

8  January to meet a small group of Buddhists for 
intimate discussion and dialogue. As well as that he met 
the students and gave a public talk in the Dhamma 
Teaching Hall. He was very appreciative of what was 
being done there and also the Walking Buddha.
Visit of Somboon Chungprampree, Executive Secretary 
of INEB, 10th-12th January

Somboon (Moo)  was invited to visit Nagaloka to use 
his  invaluable experience in social activism and 
training in south east Asia, (through the Spirit in 
Education Movement [SEM], and INEB, both founded 
by Sulak Sivaraksa) to look at ways to enhance the 
activities at Nagaloka. Wide ranging discussions were 
held, one of the more concrete activities discussed being 
the Young Bodhisattva Training course that INEB 
carries out for 6 weeks a year. This is a course that 
introduces young people to basic Buddhist practices and 
social activism.  The combination of these if at the heart 
of Nagaloka training, and we are planning to experiment 
with such a course at Nagaloka in January 2015. 

The rest of Somboon's visit was devoted to reviewing 
INEB's activities in India,  Lokamitra being a member 
of the Advisory Board, and Mangesh Dahiwale and 
Gauthama Prabhu (a Buddhist social activist from Tamil 
Nadu, and founder of “Viharaa”, who was present) 
being members of the Executive Body.

The team looked at ways to enhance INEB activities in 
India and South Asia, bringing members together so that 
all could learn from each other and be inspired by each 
other. Two of the areas explored were the holding of an 
INEB South Asia gathering, and the holding of an 
Asia/Europe INEB meeting at Nagaloka in February 
2015.

Buddha Gaya - Workshop on “Log Framework 
th thAnalysis” 25  to 27  January

As part of nurturing Nagarjuna Training Institute's 
alumni network, a three day training workshop on 'Log 
Framework Analysis' was conducted at Bodhgaya, 
Bihar. Log Framework Analysis is a tool that helps one 
to think about and make decisions about long term 
activities or programmes. 

Most useful was the participant's engagement in 
discussing concepts such as Situation Analysis 
(target groups, stakeholder analysis, problem tree 
formulation, objective tree formulation, strategy 
analysis), Goal, Purpose, Output, Activities, 
Assumptions, Indicators, Project Planning Matrix, 
and Programme Activity Plan. Towards the end of 
the third day, the participants were able to come up 
with three good plans responding to the three 
situations they identified in the beginning of the first 
day of the training, 
  - A confused student not able to think about his 
career plan
  - A social activist struggling to think about starting 
community work
  - A social worker trying to maximize impact of his 
work
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February 2014
Lokamitra`s Visit to ADECOM, Pondicherry: 
Lokamitra took up a long standing invitation to visit 
ADECOM in Pondicherry on 1st February. They 
have long been associated with Nagaloka, not only 
sending 100 members to convert to Buddhism there 
in October 2006 on the 50th anniversary of Dr. 
Ambedkar's conversion to Buddhism, but also 
sending a number of students to the residential 
training course.

th
While returning to Pune, he stopped in Chennai on 5  
February to meet Gauthama Prabha and members of 
the organisation he founded, Viharaa, dedicated to 
helping people realise the glorious heritage of 
Buddhism in Tamil Nadu and bringing back 
Buddhism as a path of practice to the State.

In both meetings, Lokamitra emphasised that of 
Buddhism was to grow, there was an over-riding 
need for clarity in understanding why Dr. Ambedkar 
converted to Buddhism, and on basic Buddhist 
teachings, in a way that people could relate to.  This 
was where Nagaloka could help.

th th
Regional Alumni Conference, Agra, 7  -12  February 
A regional alumni conference was held at Agra at 
Triratna  Buddhist community Centre on the theme 
of Prabuddha Bharat. Thirty one alumni participated 
in the conference from Rajasthana, Harayana, UP and 
Uttarakhand

th th
Visit of American Buddhists to Nagaloka, 9  -13  
February
Viradhamma of San Francisco visited Nagaloka with 
a special Buddhist delegation that included a Shin 
priest from Japan, a scholar from Harvard University, 
an English Dhammamitra, several followers of Thich 
Nhat Hanh, and a vipassana practitioner from 
Canada.  The trip was sponsored by Dharma Jiva, a 
charity founded by Viradhamma, based in the United 
States and dedicated to creating awareness of the 
revival of Buddhism in India initiated by Dr. 
Ambedkar. 
 
The delegation interacted with NTI students and 
participated in several seminars to learn about Indian 
society and the movement started by Dr. Ambedkar 
in 1956.  During their stay they visited Buddhist 
neighbourhoods, hostels and social projects in 
Nagpur and attended the annual Buddha Festival 
organised by the Nagpur Triratna Centre at the 
Diksha Bhumi grounds.

th th
Annual Nagaloka Review 16  -19  February.
Every year the staff and members of the Nagarjuna 
Institute Trust that runs Nagaloka, engage in an annual 
review. This year's review was very comprehensive, 
looking at sustainability, the administration, the different 
forms of training being run and that could be run at 
Nagaloka, and the alumni work. We looked at these 
subjects in the context of enhancing the responsibility of 
the management members, with the idea that the trustees 
gradually move away from taking initiative and work 
more as advisors and guides.

Workshop on the Prevention of Atrocities Act by 
st ndKarthik Navayana: 21  and 22  February

Caste Atrocities occur in India in many different forms. 
According to a report by Human Rights Watch, "Dalits 
and indigenous peoples (known as Scheduled Tribes or 
adivasis) continue to face discrimination, exclusion, and 
acts of communal violence. Laws and policies adopted 
by the Indian government provide a strong basis for 
protection, but are not being faithfully implemented by 
local authorities". To prevent and seek justice against 
Caste Atrocities, there is 'The Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, 
but its enforcement is minimal due lack of awareness of 
citizens and apathy from local authorities. Therefore, to 
train the alumni to sensitise to use the act and them over 
this issue, two days workshop on 'Atrocities, Provisions 
in the Indian constitution, IPC Act and Human Rights' 
was organised. Alumni from different states of India 
attended the workshop. 
The resource person of workshop, Advocate Karthik 
Navayan, is a mentors for law students. Based in 
Hyderabad, he is an activist-scholar who is instrumental 
in organising various campaigns on the issues of Dalit 
students, child labour, land rights and caste atrocities, 
and has written two books on the above issues. Currently 
he is pursuing his Ph D in social exclusion from 
University of Hyderabad. 
 During the workshop, Advocate Karthik taught the 
students about different forms of atrocities some of 
which were too insidious to be noticed by Dalits. He 
explained to them different sections of Prevention of 
Atrocities Act in his unique style of discussions and 
consultation. 
The Marriage of Binojbabu, an active alumni from 

th
Kerala got married 27  February.
We woud not normally give special importance to 
marriages, but in Binoj Babu's case, he got married to a 
woman from a different caste background, which we try 
and encourage very much. Also Buddhist marriages in 
Kerala are very new and we are keen to see that positive 
traditions are developed in terms of ceremonies, simple, 
aesthetic, rational and meaningful. Vivekaratna 
performed the marriage ceremony. 
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March 2014

South India Regional Alumni Conference, Kolar 
th thGold Fields, 5  to 9  March

This was led by Maitreyanath, Nagamitra, Vivekaratna 
and Lokamitra, who attended only the last two days. 
Kolar Gold Fields (KGF) is a gold mining town in the 
Kolar District of Karnataka. Most of the residents are 
originally from Tamil Nadu and many are Dalits. Over 
100 years ago there was an awakening among Tamil 
Dalits, that they had originally been Buddhist. Since 
then many in KGF reverted to Buddhism. However the 
movement lost steam and was re-inspired by Dr. 
Ambedkar. Nagaloka has many alumni from the area, 
and they were joined by alumni from Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 

thLokamitra delivered a public talk on 9  March in 
which he explained that the Dhamma is heart of Dr 
Ambedkar's social revolution. As heart nourishes the 
body by pumping out the blood, in the same way, 
Dhamma nourishes the life of the individual and 
society through ethics, meditation and wisdom. The 
Three Jewels are the highest form of security against 
Dukkha if applied properly. 

th th 
Meditation Retreat for Alumni at Nagaloka, 11  to 28
March

This intensive retreat was led by Vivekaratna. Alumni 
from Bihar, Uttarakhand, Odisha, Chatisgrah, Andhra 
and Gadchiroli, the Tribal and Naxalite dominated 
district of Maharashtra The theme of the  retreat was  
Sila, Samadhi and Pragna.
  

nd stWorkshops on Social Activism, Nagaloka, 22  to 31  
March

The ten days of workshops on social activism for 
alumni were organised covering three areas:.

1. Base Line Survey for Community 
Development led by Mr. Stalin, an 

ndalumni and fellow from TISS - 22  to 
th24  March

2.  Interaction with  other  Ambedkarite  
activists led by Dhammachari 

th thMaitreayanath - 25  to 28  March
3. Dealing with Atrocities cases led by Dr. 

th
Satish Shambharkar - 29 and 30  March

These were all much appreciated and participants 
asked for more of such workshops and that they be 
held for longer durations.

On Going Activities: 

Besides the activities above the following took place 
all the time:

1. Weekly Dhamma classes on Sundays, open to all.

2. From time to time special Dhammamitra classes 
for those exploring deeper commitment to the 
Dhamma.

3. Monthly full moon pujas and lectures in front of 
the Walking Buddha.

4. The day to day teaching for the 8 month 
introductory Dhammasekhiya (Dhamma learners') 
course.

5. Daily lectures for those following the University 
of Nagpur B. A, in Buddhism, Dr. Ambedkar Studies 
and Pali.

6. Dhamma classes for the alumni staying on at 
Nagaloka for further studies or to help in the work of 
Nagaloka.

7. Alumni Life Skills training courses:
i.  in English:
In 2 hours of daily classes for 3 months, alumni 
were taught tenses, storytelling from comics and 
translation, types of speech, sentence construction, 
and conversation in English.
ii. in  computer studies.
In 3 hours of daily classes for 3 months alumni were 
taught about basic understanding of hardware and 
software,  MS office, MS excel ( Data entry, mark 
sheet, formula), Power point presentation and 
internet.
iii. Chinese:
Eight alumni are learning the Chinese language from 
M.G. University, Wardha. There are 3 students in 
First semester and 5 students in Third Semester.  
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